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BACKGROUND MFMO Oh SENATOR PELL'S THOUGHTS 
REGARDING CUBA 

I strongly urge that wo should not step up overt or convert fiction 
in Cubs At . this time. Above all, I believe It would be a calamity if 
American troops should b« involved in any way In the near future. 

Jtfy reasons are: 

No revolution can be sparked unless the populace is ready. In this 
case, my own personal observations in Cuba and the reports of those 
newsmen and unbiased observers which 1 have seen, lead me to believe 
that the majority of Cubans have not yet become sufficiently disillusioned 
with Gaatro and, hence, are not ready to rise. 

We are all aware that the reaction of ouv Latim American neighbors to 
further United States intervention would, in general, be bad, as it would be 
throughout the world. Perhaps the best evidence of the seriousness of rwc ent 
Latim American reaction was the demonstration in Uruguay, the moat 
Democratic Latin American country and a traditional friend of ours. 

I understand it eras one of the largest demonstrations that has occurred 

< 

there since the War - and It was directed entirely against ottr action in 
Cuba. 

I believe that the impact in the United Nations of further American 
intervention would be particularly harmful. Moreover, if we should directly 
intervene in Cuba to depose a still popularly supported government. It would, 
of course, make it inconsistent and Ubgical for our representativee in New 
York to protest similar Soviet attempts in other countries. 
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Y h«( counter argument to the effect that we are patsies because we 
are not taking more action is usually advanced by people from the 
relatively small professional and entrepreneurial segments of 1 atln 
American society. But, these are the very groups toward which, because 
of their ability to speak English and their personal attractiveness, our own 
representatives from the State Department, the CIA, and other Government 
agencies tend to gravitate. 

Finally, when it coaster to the '/lews of Cuban refugees themselves, 
long personal experience In dealing with refugees and emigre political 

figures ba* made me extremely leery of evaluations made by such groups. 

* ■ 

I am folly aware that regimes like Castro's do not simply wither away 
and die. Like a boll, they sometimes have to be surgically removed. But, 
the boil must first come to a head and this means, ae you suggest, a 
period of waiting, Cuban people will do the operation themselves. 

If they dees'! , than, when the boil has reached its head, when the Cubans 
are d isenebaated , and when public opinion in Latin America is galvanised, 
more direct action might appropriately be taken. Under such condition* it 
might be possible to do this through the Organisation of American States-- 
a condition that does not exist today. 

In the meantime, I believe there are many positive measure* we can 
take, af Which the Alliance for Progress program is the most Important. If 
we caa make this truly a long-term measure and make sure that it is imple 
mented so that the fruits of progress will reach all segments of the various 
populations, I believe it will be true ecu* ful beyond all hope and will demoa- 
strata thA|b fim opfcfioc iRai jJ#teU3@0 3 & 5 / 27 C kwwropb 6®0»t69 Rt) (585 <J0®5 0060-5 
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I also believe that our policy of jrvaldug clear our dislike of all 
dictators ie most correct. In my opinion, we should never yaild to the 
temptation to relax thl* policy on the fallacious ground* that we must 
be friends with anyone who opposes Castro. 

long range 

We have already had Indications that posltlve/progr&ms designed to 
alleviate conditions under which Castroism can flourish ma y fin d increas- 
ingly Sympathetic climate in Latin America. Brasil has Indicated that they 
are now becoming worried. This is quite an admission from ths Quadros 
regime. There have also been anti - Castro demonstrations in Costa Rica. 
There is good reason to believe that Brasil and Costa Rica are not alone 
in their concern. 

if the Communists do build up rsissils bases or participate la some 
other form of overt aggressive activity toward the United States from 
the Cuban beachhead, we may eventually bcforced to take action. But, 
if we do, we must do so, being aware of the inconsistency of saying that 
it is all right for us to have missile Bites in Turkey, near the boundary 
of our enemy, while at ths same time it Is wrong for our enemy to have 
missile sites near us, 

f 

My hope would be that, If the time arises we must take action against 
missile sites in Cuba, our ICBM program will be advanced to such 
an extant that we would take the position that we no longer need missile 
eites in Turkey and could dispense with them while at the same time 
bearing dewn on the Cuban miisile sites. 
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